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As Soviets see US. ‘opbsﬂss of nuc!e_cr death’

Yuri Gudkov is rs tarre.rpondml Sfor the

weekly “New Times™ of Moscow, from which
this is excerpted.

3 ot longago, the submarine Ohto was
%3 launched in the U.S. with pomp °

and ceremony. The ship was of-
ficially described as the 'most forrmidable
straiegic weapon system everdevised,” an

emphasis, coming at the height of the

debate over the SALT Il agreement,
designed 1o appease American hawks.

Each of at least seven similar shipstobe

built will carry 24 Trident II missiles, a
firststrike weapon now being developed
whose appearance can only heighten the

danger of nuclear war. Because of this, the

launching was marked by demonstrators

demanding that plans for deployment be .
droppcd The evént epitomizes the strug- -

gle in the U.S. over SALT 1L

The agreement has massive American
support. Richard Barnet, 2 senior fellow
at the Inititute for Policy Studies in
Washingzon, notes that the arms race is

makmg"&mmc*rﬂfmcmsrﬂg&wmm’:ﬂm Lot

For them it is no abstract concept. Hence
the scale of the antiwar movement.

But opponents of this movement are
well known, if only because thev keen
thernselves in the public eye by their

persistent-discourses in the media. Their

spearhead forces are the Committes on
the Present Danger, the American Con-
servative Union, and- the Coalition for
Peace Through Strength. The latter in-

PR

r.‘

. cludes 175 Congressmen and eighty-nine
. conservative organizations and is \#ed by -

Paul Nitze, who was with the Pentagon

-for eight years, and Sen. Henry Jackson.

A .member of this coterie rcccmly o
. stressed its position, which amounts to
" this: We are opposed to trusting-the" "~

Communists and are not prepared to deal
with them unless they accept our terms.
The proponents of this approach are well

“paid by the military-industrial complex,

for whom the arms race is a source of

privilege and profit. The men at its helm -

fear that a SALT I agreement would cut
into the death merchants’ profits. '
. The hawks’ strength lies not in numbers

but in their positions close to the Gov- .
_ernment. and their unlimited financial

resources. The press recently reported

that the Government had spent $600,000°
of the taxpayers’ money to win support for’
SALT II The hawks have allocated mll-‘

lions to block it in the Senate.

The press systematically gives detailed *
- coverage to opponents of SALT, especial-
Ay their discourses about ;
“ithe-security of the U.S.”* But SALT ° a
. supporters get mentioned only rarely, and .

.,

then obliquely.’

The anti-SALT campaign has been
. procccdmg along a variety of lines. ‘Sen.
Jackson urges his fellow senatory to do ‘-

everything in their power to “improve”

the agreement, to make it unilaterally
advantageous to the U.S. Republican
Senate Minority Leader Howard Baker:

vadermining ...

proposed would limit America's genius for
innavation,

Another favorite theme is the *shilt in
strategic balance™ that would allegediy
follow the agreement. A spokesman of the
Coalition for Peace Through Strength
recently argued that SALT II would

" wlock the U.S. into strategic inferiority”

"

and would be “a symbol of surrender.
Nitze figured that by theend of the term of
the agreement the Soviet Union’s pre-

" ponderance in diverse types of armaments
- would double, treble, or even quadruple.

A closer look at such computations in-
variably reveals that the hawks cither
unscrupulously manipulate figures or

. simply invent them.

The hawks do not confine themselves to

_ juggling figures. Their latest thing is the

so-called problem of verification. Sen.
Jackson sounded the alarm when the
Iranian Government removed U.5. mon-
itoring stations from its territory. ¥ithout
the monitoring statians, he said, the .S,
would be unable to detect violations of the
agreement. But the gambit hadhule:f‘cﬂ
until the CIA came to the rescue.

Aiter a secret_Congressional hearing
whers the CIA director appeared, Repub-

.fican Sen, Jake Gam privately woid a New

York Tumeireporter that, in theopinion of

“the CIA chief, effective control wouid be

out of the question jor al lzastanotiier five
yéars. A number of senators and Repud-
lican leaders promptly seized upon tais.
and to refute the contention the Secretary
of Defense and then the Pr:sxdcnt made
public statemnents.

In recent weeks the White House and.

“the State ‘Department have given the

hawks a hard -time, with their broad
campaign supporting SALT. The hawks,
however, are still at it, pressing for bigg=r

-~ arms programs while conceding the pos-

sibility of ratification. American support-
ers of disarmament know what could

_happen if the hawks have their way, and

are determined to check nuclear death

" and its apostles in the name of life. B
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